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Remember ing  December  7 th ,  1  941

Tuesday of this week marked the 63rd Anniversary of
the attack on Pearl  Harbor.  I  t rust that each t ime we raise our
great countr ies'  colors, we remember that fateful  Sunday,
December  7 ,1941.  Our  l i ves  as  Amer icans  changed fo rever
and many of the great ci t izens in the 28th Senate Distr ict  have
vivid remembrances of that per iod of world history.

Pett is County was home of the name sake of Whiteman
Ai r  Force  Base loca ted  in  Knob Noster ,  M issour i .  L ieu tenant
George A. Whiteman made the supreme sacri f ice on that
fateful  day. He died during a heroic attempt to take off  in a P-
40 pursu i t  p lane,  and f igh t  enemy a i rc ra f t  s tag ing  a  surpr ise
attack against American Naval and Airbases in Hawai i .  For his
val iant ef forts,  the young, a Missouri  nat ive was posthumously
awarded the Si lver Star,  our nat ion's second highest award.

Wht teman Ar r  Force  Base remains  a  jewe l  o f  our
count r ies  a rmed fo rces .  l t  i s  horne  to  Amerca 's  B  2  S tea l th
Bonrbers  and the  509th  Bor rb  \ \ / r r rc l  l r r  e lod l l lo r r ,  i t  ser ' ,es  as  a
base io r  o tner  n l i l r ta ry  [ ] r l  l s  a ls  wc i l

An  ALrbase is  r ro  be t le r  tnan the  very  f ine ,  ta len ted ,
young rnen and women who he lp  make i t  a l l  happen.  N4y ha t
goes off  to you for your efforts to defend our countr ies
f reedom.  l th ink  r t  i s  a lso  impor tan t  to  remember ,  and thank
the  many f ine  men and women who have de fended our  na t ion 's
cal l  to freedom. Your efforts wi l l  a lways be not iced. Thank
yor- i  for your service, and may we al l  cont inue to pray for and
thank  a l l  those who cont inue to  de fend our  l iber ty  th ts  day .
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